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I always feel that March is a turning point in the year – as 
the days start to get brighter and the evenings get longer, 
there’s a sense that spring is in the air. It’s also the month 
of my birthday, so an extra excuse to eat cake! 

With the Boat Race coming up soon I took it upon 
myself to do a little research into the history of the race, 

which began way back in 1845. The facts were very insightful, so below 
are a few more interesting facts and figures about things happening in our 
neighbourhood this month. 

More than 20,000 people will be making their way to the Affordable Art 
Fair in Battersea this month to browse the works of more than 1,000 
artists and perhaps take a chosen piece home. We spoke with the AAF 
Director on page 10 to find out what’s new and what to expect from this 
year’s exhibition, and we share some tips on how to negotiate the best deal 
when it comes to buying that special piece of art. 

250,000 spectators will watch the boat race on Sunday 2 April. I caught up 
with the Head of Rowing at Fulham Reach Boat Club to learn more about 
the amazing work they do within the community and how rowing is much 
more than exercise and competition.

In 2016 Billy and Jack were runners-up on BBC’s MasterChef, and they’ll be 
cooking up a storm at their very own supper club coming to Battersea on 
24th March at the London Food Project, read all about it on page 9.

Mum’s the word this month with Mother’s Day on Sunday 26 March so
we have some perfect gift ideas for all those special ladies out there on 
page 42.

Spring has officially sprung!

Jenny Conlon, Editor
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OUT AND ABOUT 

MARCH AT A GLANCE

VISIT

VIEW 
Offside at Omnibus 
Clapham is inspired 
by the extraordinary 
experiences of real female 
footballers, and provides 
an untold commentary on 
the breakthroughs and 
limitations in women’s 
football, exploring wider 
themes of inequality, self-
belief and empowerment.  
 www.omnibus-clapham.org

TASTE
Join Masterchef finalists Billy and Jack at their Supper 
Club at The London Cooking Project in Battersea 
on 24 March. Launch yourself into spring with an 
abundance of good food (and drinks). They will 
be cooking up a storm with lots of tasty food and 
guarantee a cocktail in your hand as soon as you get 
through the door. £45 per person arriving at 7:30pm 
for an 8pm start.
 Tickets are available at billyandjack.co.uk 

New Gallery Opening
Jennifer Guerrini-Maraldi talks about the launch of her new 
gallery devoted to contemporary Australian Aboriginal art

Got something to tell us about in your area?  Write to us at editorial@timeandleisure.co.uk or on                             We love to hear from you!  Write to us at editorial@timeandleisure.co.uk or on                             We love to hear from you!

When is the new gallery opening? 
JGM Gallery will launch this March with 
a solo exhibition of Aboriginal painter 
Kitty Malarvie, her first in the UK, and it’ll 
run from 17 March to 22 April.

Why did you choose Battersea as
a location? 
Battersea Square, where many private 
dealers are situated, has been the 
location for JGM ART for the past ten 
years. I travel back to Australia every year 
and meet local indigenous artists and 

discover extraordinary works that I bring 
back to the UK, and that has now become 
my full-time occupation. 

What type of art exhibitions will take 
place at the gallery? 
We have planned a fascinating and 
varied exhibition schedule this year, to 
demonstrate to a wider audience just a 
few of the finest artists from traditional 
Aboriginal communities across remote 
Australia. We will have paintings in acrylic 
on linen and paintings in natural earth 
ochres and sculpture.

Could you tell us a little more about 
your inaugural exhibition? 
Kitty works in natural earth ochres and 
depicts landscapes. She crushes rocks 
from the Kimberley region in Australia, 
which come in all sorts of magical colours, 
to make up her paint. The exhibition will 
include 17 works ranging from a major 
centrepiece – a two by three metre 
painting – to delicate works on paper. 

EDITOR’S
CHOICE

LOCAL NEWS 
Take a stroll down to London’s newest 
neighbourhood at Battersea Power 
Station. A stretch of riverside next to the 
station has opened up for the first time 
since the 1930s. After years of inactivity, 
the promenade is now open to the public 
ahead of the first residents moving in with 
restaurants, shops and cafes expected to 

open in the coming months. The stretch is opening as part of the multi-million pound 
redevelopment of Battersea Station and is accessible through Grosvenor Bridge arch 
near Chelsea Bridge.   www.batterseapowerstation.co.uk

The Sound Lounge is a music venue, arts-centre, 
vegetarian restaurant and bar in Tooting, founded 
by singer-songwriter Hannah White and her 
musician/producer husband Keiron Marshall. The 
space, described by Time Out as “good news for 
London’s live music scene and hope for London’s 
live music fans” boasts a cosy environment, a 
fully equipped stage with world class sound and 
wonderful food and drink. Open Tuedays through 
to Sundays. 
 www.thesoundlounge.org.uk

Kitty Malarvie, Luga, 2012

http://www.omnibus-clapham.org
http://www.batterseapowerstation.co.uk
http://www.thesoundlounge.org.uk
mailto:editorial@timeandleisure.co.uk
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Jenny Conlon gets to grips with all things arty at the Battersea Affordable Art Fair

THE ART OF THE MATTER

We are always looking for new galleries and 
artists to join us. We want to make sure we are 
giving opportunities to people who may not be 
able to actually reach out to us.”   

With such an impressive selection of art at 
the fair, visitors can take their pick from a mix 
of local, national and international galleries. 
“We have a really great variety of art at the 
fair, contemporary painting, sculptural work, 
screen prints and some really interesting 
mediums with artists using contemporary 
recycled materials. We are always really 
surprised with what comes through to us.”

Although local art is showcased and 
celebrated, there will be an international 
feel this year. “We have galleries from Paris, 
Brussels and Marrakech and they’re bringing 
in bright contemporary art work. Colour 
really does impact people so this is a great 
addition. We have international galleries from 
Asia, Africa and a lot of artwork from on our 
doorstep and in London.”

Sam explained that there are lots 
of new elements to the fair 

this year with installation 
based artwork. “It’s 

sort of artwork that 
struggles more to 

get that space, so 
we are offering 

these artists the 
opportunity 

to explore 
something 
different 
and bring 
something 
new to our 
audience. 
I love how 
you can give 
a voice to 
individuals 

who might 
struggle 

to express 
themselves 

and also how we 
can offer artists a 

really good boost in 
their career.” 

This is the first year where 
workshops throughout the 

fair will focus on the art of well 
being. “We are looking to explore and 

discuss how art and creativity can be good for 
the body and mind. Even owning a piece of art 
can bring a sense of calm to your life. Art has 
such a positive impact and there are lots of 
studies that show experiencing art really helps 
decrease stress levels especially when people 
are juggling hectic schedules and city living.” 

The great news is that the AAF is affordable 
and accessible to all budgets. “We have a 
fantastic price range and lots of pieces under 
£500. When buying a piece of art, you have to 
think about the value of the artwork and what 
it brings to you. It’s nice to go in understanding 
where in your home you would like the 
piece to go, but sometimes buying is just 
spontaneous. Some people might buy smaller 
pieces and create a montage so lots of little 
pieces rather than just one big 
piece and that’s a good
way to manage your budget.”  T&L

ART

f, like me, you’re not an experienced 
art collector or not that au fait with 
the art world, then fairs such as the 

Affordable Art Fair (AAF) in Battersea might 
seem an intimidating place to visit. However, 
following my meeting with fair director Sam 
Gare, I found that the AAF is a place that offers 
something for everyone, with an abundance of 
eclectic and authentic pieces. 

This month, the Battersea fair is expecting to 
welcome more than 22,000 visitors over four 
days. “Our first fair was in Battersea Park in 
October 1999,” says Sam, “so  , the culture, the 
greenery and the people.”

I was intrigued to find out what exactly
goes on in the months running up to one of the 
most successful fairs in south west London. “We 
run things months in advance because we are 
looking to keep the fair fresh. 

Galleri Final - Sven Ake Ekberg - Selfie

Catharine Miller - Rebecca Fontaine - 
Wolf - Set in Stone
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SAM GARE’S TOP TIPS 
FOR BUYING ART
1 The work of emerging and mid-career 

artists is often exciting, generally 
lower priced and buyers have the pleasure 
of watching the artist grow into their 
creative career. 

2 Take the opportunity to find out 
more about an artist or piece when 

you’re at an art fair. You might ask where 
the artist studied and how widely they 
have exhibited since graduating. If they 
trained at a well-known art school, have 
shown commitment to exhibiting their art 
or been picked up by a number of galleries, 
institutions, or collectors.

3  If the artist has been self-taught, 
don’t let this put you off. You can 

gather an idea of their success so far by 
asking about where and how many times 
they have exhibited their work, as well as 
about their personal story – an artist who 
is really committed to their own career will 
have the tenacity to keep going through the 
tough years.

4 Look at how well their work has sold 
or if they have won any prizes – a 

piece by an artist whose work is already in 
demand may make you feel more confident 
in your choice. You can also take a look 
at the artist’s wider collection of work, 
and think about whether the piece you 
like represents their style. An artist will 
most often make a name for themself  by 
developing a consistent body of work. 

5 Also consider the skill involved in a 
piece, and speak to an expert about 

how the work has been made and what 
the artist’s inspiration was. A piece which 
uses good quality or rare materials will also 
command a higher price tag.

1. Sol Art - Kevin Mcaleenan - Day Drifts

2. My Life in Art gallery - Archie Proudfoot

3. ArtDog London - Amy Carter -
Everything’s Just Fucking Rosy.

4. Gas Gallery - Delphine Lebourgeois - Magnolia

5. Will’s Art Warhouse - David Taylor - Receding Tide

6. Hicks Gallery - Amy Judd - Bath White

Battersea has a 
special place in our 

hearts. It’s our flagship 
location and we love

it in Battersea

‘‘ ‘‘
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
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