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OUT AND ABOUT 

FEBRUARY AT A GLANCE

CHEER
Battersea siblings 
Ella and Tom de 
Csilléry have been 
awarded places in 
the National Youth 
Orchestra of Great 
Britain 2017, which 
is widely thought 
of as the world’s 

greatest orchestra of teenagers. They will join 162 
others from all over the country to take part in this 
exciting ensemble. Ella is 16 years old and has been 
playing the violin for 11 years. Tom is 14 years old 
and has been playing the violin for nine years.
They are both taught by their dad (who was taught 
by his mum!). Congratulations to both of them on 
their achievement.
 More information at ww.nyo.org.uk

SWING 
A Dance in the Dragons’ 
Den. Clapham Junction 
is the first place in the 
country to offer a new 
and joyful cardio fitness 
workout from a BBC 
Dragons’ Den success. 
SwingTrain is an elating 
exercise experience 
accompanied by the 
vintage vibes of swing, gospel, rhythm & blues and 
jazz. The fitness regime has been developed by Scott 
Cupit, who secured investment on the BBC’s hit 
TV show. Launched under the guidance of investor 
Deborah Meaden, local fitness instructor Jeff 
Tong has been selected as the first SwingTrainer in 
Clapham Junction.  For more information and to
book a class, see www.swingtrain.com 

VIEW
Pop along to the 
production of 
Fish Eye at 
Omnibus 
Theatre on 
Clapham 
Common. 
It tells the story of 
a lady called Pam 
who already has 
a low opinion of 

her neighbours, but when someone pinches her 
Elizabethan sideboard, it’s all-out war. Ramping up 
her operation from curtain twitching to spy cameras, 
she begins to unearth what she already suspects 
– that everyone around her is a thief, a pervert 
or a terrorist… Join her in her bewildering covert 
operation of nosiness gone wild.
Wednesday 22 February, 7.30pm, omnibus-clapham.org

Children’s classics
Jenny Conlon chats to Pepa & Co founder Pepa Gonzalez
to fi nd out what it’s like to have the royal seal of approval...

Got something to tell us about in your area?  Write to us at editorial@timeandleisure.co.uk or on                             We love to hear from you!  Write to us at editorial@timeandleisure.co.uk or on                             We love to hear from you!

Why did you set up Pepa & Co? 
I moved to London to work in the 
marketing department at the Spanish 
Embassy, but when that contract finished 
and while I was looking for a new job, I 
worked as a nanny in London for about 
two years. It was then I realised how 
difficult it was to find lovely traditional 
and vintage-inspired clothing for babies 
and children at affordable prices in the 
UK. So I decided to launch Pepa & Co
and moved to a new sector that I love 
even more.
 
What type of children’s clothes do
you create? Most of the items in the 
collection are timeless pieces with a 
classic cut that will never date. My aim is 
to bring back vintage-inspired collections 
from the last generation. In Spain, we 
keep the essence of timeless clothing for 
youngsters and enjoy seeing our children 
look like children. The smocked dresses 
are quintessentially English and in Spain 
we are inspired by this particular style. 

What is your inspiration behind the 
beautiful designs? The classic clothing 
I design is inspired by the clothing from 
past decades that we and our parents 
once wore as children. I come from a large 
family of four brothers and my mother 
always dressed us in smart, traditional 
clothing. My brothers were often told 
they looked like princes so the sentiment 
still sticks with me today and this is part of 
the inspiration behind the designs.
 
How does it feel to see royalty wearing 
your clothing and to have their seal of 
approval? We always enjoy seeing any of 
our clients pictured in our clothing, but to 
get the royal seal of approval has been an 
honour for me. The best thing to happen 
out of both Prince George and Princess 
Charlotte wearing our clothing was to 
introduce Pepa & Co to new customers 
from around the globe. It has given us a 
platform to make our independent brand 
known worldwide. I feel very curious 
when we send orders to obscure places 
around the globe and I always try to 
imagine where the families are and what 
their daily routine is.

Your studio is in the Old Gas works 
building in Fulham. It must be a 
wonderful workspace to create
your designs? The studio in the Old Gas 
works is the most creative place to work. 
We were so lucky to find it and it meant 
that we could open up a showroom to 
allow our customers to visit us in person 
and browse through our collections. We 
are lucky to be surrounded by so many 
talented individuals from all backgrounds.
www.pepaandcompany.com

HAVE YOUR SAY
We’re all still awaiting the decision whether the new Crossrail 2 station will be in 
Balham or Tooting, so we asked a few Balham residents and businesses how they 
think it would impact their community...

“[Crossrail 2] could potentially ruin what we 
love most about Balham – the community 
spirit and small town feel”
Matthew James, resident.

“I can’t wait for it. Bring in the diggers” 
Stephen, resident.

“[Crossrail 2] will allow Balham’s extraordinary 
cultural diversity to be shared by many more 
people, ensuring local prosperity” 
Robbie of Robbie’s Photographics Ltd.

“Cross Rail 2 is a good idea, so long 
as local shops and independent 
businesses don’t then get monopolized 
by chains”
Johnny Midnight Reid, gallery owner.
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